TD Canadian Children’s Book Week will take place from Saturday, May 5th to Saturday, May 12th, 2012. This year’s theme is “Read a Book, Share a Story!” and celebrates the importance of sharing stories. 2012 marks the 100th anniversary of Lillian H. Smith’s becoming the first children’s librarian in Canada. The Book Week theme highlights the important role that librarians play in sharing books and creating lifelong readers.
Manitoba is very fortunate to be hosting authors Vivien Bowers and Gina McMurchy-Barber during Book Week 2012.

Vivien has been a writer for the past 30 years. Her book Wow Canada! grew out of her desire to take her own pre-teen children across the country. The book’s concept seemed to strike a chord with teachers and kids, winning awards and selling over 100,000 copies. The success of that cross-Canada epic opened the door to other books exploring aspects of this country: Only in Canada!, That’s Very Canadian! And Crazy About Canada! Teachers have been begging Vivien to take another trip across Canada for younger readers. The result is Hey, Canada!, her new book which will be published in 2012.
Gina is a writer and teacher. In 2004 she received the Governor General’s Award for Teaching Excellence in Canadian History.  Her love of animals led her to study archaeology. Gina’s Peggy Henderson Adventure Series draws from that experience and takes readers in to the past to learn about the prehistoric Salish people, historic archaeology and the life of pioneers, as well as the fascinating topic of underwater archaeology and sunken ships. Two of Gina’s books, Free as a Bird and Reading the Bones, were finalists in a number of literary awards.

Teachers, teacher-librarians, public librarians and booksellers who are interested in hosting one of these authors during Book Week 2012 should complete the online application found at www.bookweek.ca/application. The deadline is November 30th, 2011. 

If you would like further information you can check the Canadian Children’s Book Centre web site at www.bookcentre.ca or contact the Manitoba Book Week Coordinator, Gail Hamilton, at (204)654-3721.

